
Dear President, 

We refer to your correspondence dated 31 July 2020 in relation to the electoral process of the 

Hellenic Football Federation (HFF). 

Specifically, we understand that upon proposal of the Deputy Minister of Culture and Sports the 

Greek Parliament on 29 July 2020 adopted an amendment to the sports legislation which requires all 

Greek sports federations, including the HFF, to hold elections of their executive bodies within the last 

two months of the current year. 

The new law was enacted only two days following the decision of the HFF Executive Committee to 

hold the extraordinary elective congress on 9 October 2020. Said decision was taken fully in line with 

the HFF Statutes and, to our knowledge, the relevant provisions of the national sports law applicable 

at the time. 

The application of the newly introduced amendment to the sports legislation would not only oblige 

the HFF to amend its own Statutes and regulations which stipulate that elections must be held during 

the month of October of the Summer Olympics year, i.e. 2020. It would also take retroactive effect 

given that the decision of the HFF Executive Committee to hold elections on 9 October 2020 was 

taken before the new law was enacted. As a consequence, the HFF now faces a situation of legal 

uncertainty, which needs to be resolved to allow for a transparent, independent and democratic 

electoral process. 

FIFA and UEFA are seriously concerned about the repeated and ongoing discussions related to the 

date of the HFF’s elective congress which lead to instability and uncertainty in the running of the 

federations’ affairs. FIFA and UEFA are adamant that the HFF elections must remain free of any undue 

interference. 

In this context, and as already pointed out in the letter dated 29 July 2020 signed by the FIFA and 

UEFA appointed observer and advisor to the HFF, Mr. Herbert Hübel, FIFA and UEFA would like to 

reemphasise that, in accordance with art. 14, par. 1, let. i) and art. 19 of the FIFA Statutes and art. 7bis 
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(2) of the UEFA Statutes, national associations are obliged to manage their affairs independently and 

without undue influence from third parties. Failure to comply with this obligation may lead to 

sanctions as provided for in both the FIFA and UEFA Statutes, including the possible suspension of 

the HFF even if the third-party influence is not the federation’s fault.  

 

In view of this situation, FIFA and UEFA kindly request you to bring the content of the present letter 

to the attention of the relevant officials of the Greek Government and to discuss with the authorities 

the holding of the HFF elections in full compliance with the HFF’s regulatory framework and 

respecting the HFF’s independence. We expect to hear back from you on the outcome of the 

discussions by no later than 26 August 2020. 

 

We thank you for taking note of the above and remain at your full disposal should you require any 

further information or assistance and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

FIFA UEFA 

 

 

 

 

Mattias Grafström Kevin Lamour 

Deputy Secretary General Deputy General Secretary 

 

cc: 

- Herbert Hübel, Observer and advisor appointed by FIFA and UEFA to the HFF 

- Petr Fousek, Independent expert appointed by FIFA and UEFA to the HFF 

 
 
 
 

 


